
 

Police Abuse of Power 
 
Police in many developing countries are under-trained, under-paid, and 

frequently corrupt and abusive. Such police forces frequently prey upon poor 

and vulnerable communities rather than protecting them. As crime grows in 

developing countries, economic elites buy their own protection in the form of 

private security forces. The dis-function of local police is a key factor 

undermining development and economic opportunity for the poorest of the poor.  

 

Key resources 
 

Broken System: Dysfunction, Abuse, and Impunity in 
the Indian Police 

Human Rights Watch 

 

The Socioeconomic Impact of Pretrial Detention Open Society 
Foundation 

Criminal Force: Torture, Abuse, and Extrajudicial 
Killings by the Nigeria Police Force 

Open Society 
Foundation 

Pretrial Detention and Torture: Why Pretrial Detainees 
Face the Greatest Risk 

Open Society 
Foundation 

 

  

http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/india0809web.pdf
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/india0809web.pdf
http://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/sites/default/files/socioeconomic-impact-pretrial-detention-02012011.pdf
http://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/sites/default/files/criminal-force-20100519.pdf
http://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/sites/default/files/criminal-force-20100519.pdf
http://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/sites/default/files/pretrial-detention-and-torture-06222011.pdf
http://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/sites/default/files/pretrial-detention-and-torture-06222011.pdf

