
 

Property Grabbing 
 
The HIV/AIDS epidemic in sub-Saharan Africa has contributed to an 

accompanying epidemic of property grabbing from widows and orphans. IJM’s 

own work on behalf of Ugandan and Zambian widows’ access to inheritance has 

revealed that upwards of fifty percent of those surveyed have experienced the 

threat of expropriation or actually had their property stolen. This common 

practice has deprived millions of African widows of their means of livelihood and 

undermined agricultural production. 
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http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTGENAGRLIVSOUBOOK/Resources/AfricaIAP.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTGENAGRLIVSOUBOOK/Resources/AfricaIAP.pdf
http://www.oxfamblogs.org/eastafrica/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/Land-Grabbing-in-Africa.-Final.pdf
http://www.oxfamblogs.org/eastafrica/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/Land-Grabbing-in-Africa.-Final.pdf
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=569665
http://www.sida.se/PageFiles/14664/Secure_land_rights_for_all_2008.pdf

